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their work the men applied themselves with
zeal to titie defences. Walls were strengthened
until most of them were safe against anything
but heavy artillery; dummy figures were ar-
ranged to draw the enemy's fire;* trip wires
were laid with alarm signals; watchdogs were
taught to go on double sentry with their
owners. In addition to defence work there were
lighter forms of occupation. By the end of
the war vegetable gardens were flourishing and
nearly every house had a farmyard of some
kind, containing chickens, pigeons, and a goat
Only the garrison knew where these all came
from. The art of interior decoration was also
highly developed; passing trains dropped
bundles of magazines and newspapers, the
illustrations from which were used to paper
the walls.
From the first these lines were of value in
guarding the railways, but so long as the in-
tervals between blockhouses were over a mile
the Boers often succeeded in cutting their way
through. Later on the system was improved
till only the most daring of the raiders ven-
tured to face the line. The mobility of the
Boers was definitely cramped, and the slow-
moving British columns had now a chance to
corner their slippery opponents. Big " drives "
were instituted. Half a dozen columns were
drawn up along some convenient starting-line
and advanced abreast It sounds extraordin-
ary that five thousand troops, sometimes more,
1One dummy, a disappearing figure, was so successful in
deluding the Boers that he got three bullets through him;
he was then awarded a row of medal ribbons on his breast.